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With its location in the central part of Europe, Poland is an excellent place for investment, as it 

is a link between Western Europe and Eastern & Southern Europe and Asia. In addition, direct 

access to the Baltic Sea provides easy communication with Scandinavian countries. 

STRATEGIC LOCATION The sales market with a population of more than 38 million is one of the largest in the European 

Union. Its perfect location in the centre of Europe, and at the intersection of the main

communication routes, makes Poland a convenient place to export goods to all European 

countries and to Asia. 

Poland is a member of many international organizations, including the United Nations (UN),

the European Union (EU), the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), the World Trade

Organization (WTO), and the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). 
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Area

Population

37,6 mln

312 700 km
(6   position in the EU)

120
Population density per 1 km

22 mln 
Working-age population

42,8 
Age median

One of the lowest age medians in Central and Eastern Europe 

49,464 
GDP per capita

1 EUR - 4,28 PLN / 1 USD - 3,82 PLN / 1 GBP - 5,05 PLN
Currency

4 242,00 zł
Minimum salary

Minimum gross monthly salary in 2024

8 147,38 zł
Average monthly salary

Average gross monthly salary in 2024 for an employee under a contract
of employment
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Source of data: 

Natonal Bank of Poland, Statistics Poland

World Bank - https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.PP.CD?locations=PL

In current international $

POLAND IN FIGURES



TRANSPORT 
AND COMMUNICATION 

Poland is a transit country across which main European communication routes run north-

south and east-west. There are also two main European transport corridors in Poland that 

are part of the TEN-T core network: 

• Baltic-Adriatic Corridor

• North Sea-Baltic Corridor

Poland has a well-developed road and rail infrastructure. A dynamic growth of air and sea 

transport can also be seen in Poland. Inland waterways located in Poland are part of

European waterways, and the infrastructure supporting this mode of transport is being 

modernized and expanded. 

lntermodal transport is also being developed in Poland. In 2023, there were 39 active

intermodal terminals in Poland*.

*Intermodal transport in Poland in 2023, Statistics Poland. 
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ECONOMY
Poland is one of the largest economies in Europe. Its GDP has shown stable growth since 

joining the European Union in 2004.

Poland was also the only EU country to resist the economic recession that started in 2009. 

What is more, comparing to other EU countries, the Polish economy recovered quickly from 

the COVID-19 pandemic.
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KATOWICE

For many years now, Poland has held a stable, high position in global 

foreign trade. Over the years 2001–2020, Poland’s share in the world trade 

in goods rose approximately 0.9% for exports (to 1.48%) and 0.7%

for imports (to 1.46%).

In 2020, Poland was the 22nd largest exporter in the world. Compared

to 2001, Poland moved up ten places in the ranking of the top exporters.

In terms of exports, Poland has outdistanced such large economies as,

for example, Brazil, Ireland, Saudi Arabia and Turkey. Poland has also 

advanced in the ranking of the world’s largest importers (from 26th

to 20th place).

FOREIGN TRADE

Trade value in 2020**

photo Radosław Kaźmierczak

*Based on the ,,Compendium of Poland’s Foreign Trade
August 2021”, Polish Development Fund

**Source: Statistics Poland



Poland's foreign trade turnover in 2010 - 2020* 

 lmport EUR  Export EUR Balance EUR 

The most important export products 

Machinery 
and mechanical

devices 

Vehicles Base metals
and articles thereof

Products 
of the chemical

or allied industries 

Plastics 
and articles thereof 

*Source: Statistics Poland 



KSEZ
The Katowice Special Economic Zone has been operating in Poland since 1996.

The KSEZ creates preferential conditions for investment by offering tax incentives, prepared

and developed investment areas and support in the investment process. 

Since 2018, the Katowice Special Economic Zone has been providing support within the Polish 

Investment Zone (Polska Strefa lnwestycji). 

in 2015-2017, 2019 and 2021-2024, according
to the Financial Times

in Europe

in the World
in 2015 and 2019, according
to the Financial Times
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KSEZ AREA
The Katowice Special Economic Zone covers the area of the Silesia Region

and the eastern part of the Opolskie Region.

SILESIA REGION 

For many years now, Silesia has been the most attractive region in Poland in terms of investment. It is also 

the largest industrial region in Poland, where, in addition to traditional industrial sectors, the automotive, 

service, and high-tech sectors play important roles.

The region has the best-developed transport infrastructure in Poland, which includes a very well-developed 

road and rail network.

12 333 km 
Area

4,3 mln 
Population

352 people/km 
Population density

12%
Share in GDP

11,1%
Share in domestic export

521,5 tys.
Number of entities in the national economy

Report on the state of the region for 2023, Katowice 2024
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Raport o stanie województwa za 2023 rok, Katowice 2024

OPOLSKIE REGION 

The Opolskie Region is a region with many years of industrial 

traditions, especially in the field of food, mineral, metal, machi-

nery and chemical industries. 

The region has one of the best-developed road networks

in Poland. The most important transportation axis in the region

is the A4 motorway which is the main component of the Berlin-

-Kyiv transport corridor.

The most important sectors of the region's economy include 

agriculture & food, metal & engineering, automotive, chemical, 

construction, furniture and energy sectors. 

9 412 km 
Area 2

0,9 mln
Population

106 people/km 
Population density

113,8k
Number of entities in the national economy

106,5k
Average employment in the enterprise sector

*Statistical Office in Opole, July 2024
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photo Jarostaw Malkowski (Marshal Office of the
Opolskie Voivodeship archive)



EDUCATION
OFFER

The area under the management of the Katowice Special 

Economic Zone is Poland's third largest academic centre. 

In the Silesia and Opolskie Regions, there are a total of about 

40 universities educating students in many humanities and technical faculties.

The Silesian University of Technology in Gliwice is one of the best technical

universities in Poland. 

In addition, the Silesia and Opolskie Regions have an extensive offer of secondary 

education, which includes, first-level vocational schools, general secondary 

schools and technical schools. In the 2022/23 school year, only in the Silesia region 

there were 775 secondary schools, including 225 first and second-level vocational 

schools, 222 technical schools, 262 general secondary schools, 48 special schools 

preparing for work and 18 general art schools providing professional

qualifications.* 

*Based on: Report on the socio-economic situation of Śląskie

Voivodship 2024, Statistical Office in Katowice, Katowice 2024



TRAINING OFFER
EMT-Systems, located in Gliwice, is the largest and most comprehensive technical 

training centre in Poland, which specializes in organizing training courses

in the field of mechatronics and various engineering technologies. 

The training courses cover the following topics: 

• automation

• maintenance

• engineering design

• mechatronics

• information technology

• engineering

• robotics

• quality management



Katowice, the capital of the Silesia Region, is a city with a good climate 

for business, which is considered to be one of the most attractive cities 

in Poland in terms of investment. The key advantages of the city include 

its economic stability and well-developed infrastructure. 

The business services sector is currently the most dynamically growing 

segment of the city's economy. Katowice and other cities located in the 

central part of the region create one of the five most important areas

of business service centres in Poland, with over 110 service centres owned 

by investors representing 19 countries (including the US, Germany, 

France). 

KATOWICE -THE CAPITAL
OF BUSINESS SERVICES 

The largest employers in the Business Services sector in the region:



Main categories of services



Investments per country of origin Investments per sectors

INVESTMENTS IN KSEZ
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THE LARGEST INVESTORS IN KSEZ



AUTOMOTIVE SECTOR
Poland is the largest manufacturer of automotive parts in Central and 

Eastern Europe. Moreover, it is the third country in the EU with the largest 

number of people employed in the automotive sector. According to the 

data published by the Association of European Vehicle Manufacturers, 

this sector employs over 213,000 people in Poland. 

Silesia is a regional leader in the automotive industry. At the end of 2019, 

the value of marketed production of motor vehicles in Silesia amounted to 

almost PLN 54 billion, which accounts for 33.8% of domestic production*. 

Silesia ranks second in Poland in terms of the number of automotive 

companies. At the end of 2020, there were 418 automotive companies in 

Silesia*. The automotive industry is also one of the main export industries 

in the region. Automotive production and related activities account for 

approx. 1/3 of all exports from the Silesia Region**.

Silesia is home to many factories manufacturing various types of vehicles 

and companies manufacturing components for the automotive industry. 

The Fiat Chrysler Automobiles Poland plant in Tychy is in operation within 

the Katowice Special Economic Zone, where the Fiat 500, Abarth and 

Lancia Ypsilon models are manufactured, and since 2022 new models of 

Jeep, Fiat and Alfa Romeo passenger cars are also being manufactured. 

The Opel Manufacturing Poland plant in Gliwice is another large facility 

where the Opel Astra V generation hatchback was manufactured until 

2021, and where electric vans have been manufactured since 2022. Both 

companies are owned by the Stellantis group. 

*Statistics Poland, 2021

**Based on: uSilesian Voivodeship - direction: exportn, PWC, April 2021





Poland is becoming an important player in the electromobility industry in Europe. 

In 2022, the export volume in the electromobility sector amounted to over EUR 12.4 

billion, with the largest export volume consisting of batteries used in electric 

vehicles. In 2022, the export volume in this segment reached over EUR 9 billion 

globally.

The most important investments in the electromobility industry, implemented in 

recent years, within the Katowice Special Economic Zone include: 

• a factory of the SK Innovation concern in Dqbrowa Górnicza, where separators

f for lithium-ion batteries used in electric cars are manufa tured

• an investment project of Foosung Poland in Kędzierzyn-Koźle, under which

the company will build their first European plant to manufacture the main

component of LiPF6 electrolyte for electric vehicle batteries

In the coming years, the first factory of IZERA- Polish electric car, is planned to be 

opened in the city of Jaworzno, Silesia Region. 

ELECTROMOBILITY

Report "ELECTROMOBILITY AS THE KEY TO POLAND'S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 2023,
Investments and their Impact on the Economy." https://www.paih.gov.pl/



SILESIA AUTOMOTIVE & ADVANCED 
MANUFACTURING CLUSTER
(SA&AM) 
Silesia Automotive & Advanced Manufacturing (SA&AM) is a cluster initiative acting in support of the development of the 

automotive industry in the Silesia Region and the neighbouring regions. SA&AM Cluster, coordinated by Katowice SEZ -supports, 

through its activities, the development of competences in companies and their employees and creates favourable conditions for 

the development and creation of new automotive investments. 

The SA&AM Cluster has the status of the National Key Cluster, as a cluster of key importance for the national economy and high 

international competitiveness. 

The SA&AM cluster ensures: 

• continuous monitoring and identification of the needs of companies,

• promotion of best practices and new products, services and cooperation offers at the Cluster level,

• bringing together and integrating companies associated with the Cluster around practical solutions and best practices,

• support for companies in using their technological capabilities, know-how, resources and competences to provide

services to their Cluster partners,

• support in the search for new solutions, as well as product and production process applications.

In 2023, the SA&AM cluster was awarded the GOLD LABEL Cluster Management Excellence certificate, issued by the European

Secretariat for Cluster Analysis ESCA. 







* not applicable to the Częstochowa subregion
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